about fo9 miles up de road De boy wid me claimed It
wnz rabbit hunters^ but I knowed better* De white boys
could write, so dey fixed up de passes and we tuck
time about gwine to whar de array wuz and gittin5
grab. When de passes give out we foun9 whar a French
army wid some cannons wnz livin9 over in de woods a
waySj, so ^e went over whar dey wuz and et.

"Dat went on fer a long time, 'twell one day de
balloons wuz gone and de white boys says It wuz time
to move again* But me and de other boy dldn^t see no
use in gwine nowhar elses so us stayed, Dat evenin* we
went over to whar de French army wuz fer some grub^
but dey wnz gone too* De boy wid me says de Germans
done caught 5um? but we didn9t know; hadn*t heard no
big racket since ylstiddy. So we went back to de hole.
Dey wuzn?t no grub,, so we crawled in and went to bed
and slep* dat night, and early de nex^ mawnin* some-
body come In de hole and tromped on us and woke us
up. It wuz one of dese army upliftin9 ladles huiriin21
German bayonets and belt-buckles. She say, 'Who dat
in here?^ and de other boy sayss TTs shock troops? So
we got out9 but we hadn^t gone no piece 5fof here come
a waggin-load of M.P.'s. And de passes had done give
out.5*

"Whut you do den?" Simon asked. Isom's eyes
bulged qujetly in the gloom behind the woodbox,

"Dey tuck us and shut us up in de jail-house fer a
while. But de war wuz mos* through and dey needed
hands to load dem steamboats back up^ so dey sont us to
a town name5 Bres'. .' . . I don^t take nothin5 offen
no white man, M.P. er not," Caspey stated again^ "Us
boys wuz in a room one night, shootin* dice. De bugle
had done already played de lights out tune5 but we
wuz in de army5 whar a man kin do whut he wants to
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